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Why You Are Who You Are!!! 
 
The Olympics are over.  The USA in some aspects dominated.  
Once again there were the standout athletes – Michael 
Phelps, Katie Ladecky, Simone Biles to name just a few that 
immediately come to mind.  There were also those expected 
to win, but faltered, such as US wrestler Jordon Burroughs, or 
Keri Walsh-Jennings and April Ross failing to win the gold 
medal as so many sports analysts thought they would. 
 

For both the winners and “losers”, the Olympics can be life changing.  For Keri Walsh Jennings it was 
an eye-opener.  She admitted on a live broadcast interview after she and her teammate won the 
Bronze medal that she used to think the Bronze medal meant nothing.  She felt the only medal worth 
having was the Gold.  She also admitted that after losing a chance to play for the Gold medal and 
facing a tough match to win the Bronze medal, that the Bronze medal was worth fighting for. 
 
Which begs the question – What are those things and values for which we fight?  What are those 
things and values for which we SHOULD fight? 
 
Too often we let our society and culture dictate our values and what’s important.  Our culture says 
money, prestige, power, success, fame and material possessions are what’s important.  And believing 
what society says, we go chasing after them. But when we get them, all too often all what we find is 
emptiness and meaninglessness. 
 
That’s why the witness which American synchronized divers David Boudai and Steele Johnson gave 
after winning the Silver medal in Rio made such a tremendous impact.  Here’s what David Boudai said 
in an interview with Kelli Stevast – an NBC correspondent at the Olympic games. 
 
Kelli Stevast:  “David you came to Rio with a gold and bronze [medal] from London and a whole lot of 
pressure. What does it mean now to come her a medal at the synchron event?”  
 
Without flinching, he quickly responded. 
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David Boudai:  “I just think that in the past that there was an enormous amount of pressure. I felt it. It 
was an identity crisis. When my mind is on this and thinking that I’m defined by this, my mind goes 
crazy. But we (He and his diving partner Steele Johnson) both know that our identity’s is on Christ and 
we’re thankful for this opportunity to be able to dive in front of Brazil and for the United States and it’s 
been an absolutely thrilling moment for us.” 
 
This is a sentiment that Steele echoed, as well. 
 
And then there is the story of Michael Phelps.  He told about the dark days that followed after his 
return from the 2008 Olympic Games in Bejing, despite having won 8 gold medals and surpassing 
Mark Spitz as the greatest American Olympic swimmer.  After his return he became heavily involved 
with smoking and drinking and began to hate swimming. 
 
Despite that, Michael Phelps turned in another outstanding performance in the London Olympic 
games in 2012 winning 6 medals – 4 Gold and 2 Silver.  However, later he admits that what people 
saw was a show, a PR spin.  And after returning from London the downward spiral continued until he 
hit rock bottom with a second DUI conviction in September 2014. 
 
It was while Michael was in rehab in California that a fellow Baltimore athlete – Ray Lewis – former 
linebacker for the Baltimore Ravens of the NFL, gave Michal Phelps a copy of the book that changed 
his life – Rick Warren’s The Purpose Driven Life.   
 
The Michael Phelps of the 2016 Rio Olympics is a different man, a changed man, all because of the 
truth of God’s Word shared in the book – The Purpose Driven Life. 
 
Our identity is not in our accomplishments, our success, our possessions or any worldly thing.  Our 
identity is in Christ.  When we realize that, we can live with confidence, joy and peace no matter what 
life and the world throws at us.  
 
In His Service,  
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Sermon themes for September: 
 
Living Life to the Fullest 
 
Self-improvement books and materials have been around for years.  With the popularity of the internet and 
web publishing as well as web sites, there seems to be a wealth of information about how to life a fulfilled life, 
that is, to get the most out of life physically, emotionally, mentally and even spiritually.  But with so much 
information out there, it can tend to be a bit confusing.  During September, you are invited to join the journey 
through the Bible to see what God tells us about who we are, the relationship He desires to have with each 
one of us, and how we can live a life with purposefully joy. 
 
 

Sept 4                Living Life to the Fullest:   Lord’s Prayer 
Sept 11  Living Life to the Fullest:  Baptism 
Sept 18  Living Life to the Fullest:   Office of Keys and Confession 
Sept 25  Living Life to the Fullest:   Lord’s Supper 
 
 
 

Reminder about Bible Studies: 
 
Sunday Morning Bible Study for September: 
 
Living Life to the Fullest 
 
This Bible study runs concurrently with the sermon series and gives the participants a chance to explore more 
in depth the theological premises presented during the worship service for that Sunday.  For those who attend 
the traditional/liturgical service at 8 am, it will give you an opportunity to explore more in depth the 
theological premises presented in the worship service.  For those who attend our joyful 
worship/contemporary service at 10:30, it will help set the stage for the message that will be presented. 
 
Join us each Sunday at 9:15 in the east classroom on the 1st floor of our Education Building.  Just follow the 
blue footprints leading from our sanctuary/worship center. 
 
Tuesday Evening Small Group Bible Study for September: 
 
The Writings of Paul 
 
This group is studying Paul’s letters – written to churches as well as his friends – in the chronological pattern of 
when they were written.  Currently the group is studying 1 and 2 Thessalonians. Join us Tuesday night at 7 pm 
in the Fellowship Hall for a time of study and prayer. 
 
 
  



September  ANCHOR 2016                                                                                                                                                                                                     Page 4 

School Supplies 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated items for our school supply drive.  Supplies were donated to three 
different elementary schools in the Manatee District.  Following is the list of what was donated: 
 
 
 

3 ring notebooks      2 
Kleenex boxes   17 
Spiral notebooks   51 
Ruled Paper packs   20 
Composition books  35 
Folders    44 
Sharpie Highlighter pacs     5 
Dry Erase markers packs     1  
Erasers    13 
Index card pacs     1 
Post It note packs     6 
Colored Pencil pacs    8 
Pen packs      7 
Pencil packs   34 
Divider pouches     5 
Scissors    20 
Glue Sticks    75 
Scotch tape     9 
Pencil boxes     1 
Glue bottles   14 
Back packs      4 
Wipes      4 
Index Dividers     2 
Crayon packs   51 
Rulers      4 
Marker sets   40 
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GOOD NEWS!!! 
Summer attendance and giving from the start of May through August 15th, shows 
that average worship attendance is up 20% this year as compared to last summer 
and our giving is up about 25% compared to this same time last year. 
 
We are in a much better financial situation this year as compared to the same 
time last year due to these factors: 

1.  Ongoing generosity of our members  
2. The belt-tightening measures implemented last year, including the reduction in salaries and benefit 

payments 
3. The rental of our preschool facilities. 

 
Let us always remember that our God blesses us in so many different ways with gifts, talents and financial 
resources so that we can then use these blessings to share with others to bring them God’s love and letting 
them experience God’s hope, His help and His healing. 
 
Our giving is not to the budget, but to God’s Kingdom, so that we can use these blessings to work with Him, to 
join Him on His mission to build and expand His kingdom.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

 
Scrip Program Benefits  

 
By purchasing and using gift cards through the Scrip 
program, anywhere from 3-8% of the face value of the 
card purchased is returned to Hope Lutheran.  Although 
our participation in the program has been minimal, 
enough purchases were made over the past several 
years to generate enough “profit” for Hope Lutheran to 
purchase another 50 white plastic chairs for the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
There are now 200 white plastic chairs for our use 
throughout our facility.  Thank you for your support of 
the Scrip program. 
 

NOTE:  Eunice Mathews has volunteered to head 
the Scrip Program for the Holiday Season. This is great 
way to purchase cards and allow our church to earn 
some $$.  Watch for news relating to the program in 
upcoming Words of Hope and our Newsletter. – Thank 
You for your support and thank you to  Eunice!! 
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Hope Youth Ministry (HYM) 
 
HYM is an opportunity for the young people of Hope Lutheran to gather for times of fellowship, service, 
encouragement and accountability.   It’s open to any young person between the ages of 12-18.   
 
Next Get-together: Sunday, September 11th after church.   
Lunch will be provided.  Everyone is asked to bring their favorite game.  The time together will also include 
some time with God as well. 
 

FACEBOOK 
 
Did you know Hope Lutheran Church has a Facebook page? 
 
Did you know that the success of our Facebook page and getting our message out to the community is 
dependent on the number of people who like a Facebook page and will repost – that is “share” what we post 
on their own Facebook page ? 
 
We need to use ALL the tools God has given to us at our disposal to share God’s love and invite others to hear 
and experience His Word.  Just as Martin Luther used the newly invented “printing press” in 1517 to get the 
word out about the truth of God’s Word and His love for all people, so we to need to be using what God has 
given us. 
 
If you have internet capability, you can be on Facebook.  
 
NOTE:  The Hope-Full Future leadership team learned 
this: 
 
70-80% of all new members who join a church do so 
because they were invited by a friend. 
Over 80% of people who don’t go to church claim they 
would do so if they were invited by their friend. 
The difference between a dying church and a growing church? – INVITATIONS 
 
Facebook is one way we can “get it done!” 
Have internet?  Get on Facebook.   
Begin sharing and reposting from the Hope Lutheran site. 
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranChurchLcms/ 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranChurchLcms/
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September Birthdays 
 
Kelly Jardine  9/4 
Judy Dillman  9/6 
Gaylord Hanna  9/7  
Melinda Benson 9/8 
Dave Peterson  9/11 
Eileen Koser  9/11 
Dave Papenhagen 9/12  
Paul Russell  9/13 
Rob Hinz  9/14 
Margery Abraham 9/15 
Hart Fisher  9/18 
Robin Kumm  9/18 
Kathy Butz  9/20 
Charlie Harnish  9/22 
Cindy Stewart  9/24  
Sue Forbrook  9/27 
Mel Netzel  9/29 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
September Anniversaries  
Paul  Jane Pavich September 10 
Steve Kathy Butz September 20 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we’ve missed your birthday or anniversary, it’s only because we DON’T have that 
information in our data base, please call the office @ 941-755-3256 or email 

office@hopelutheranfl.org so that we can include your special day. 
 

  

May God Bless you with His boundless love, calming 
peace and heavenly joy throughout the coming year.  

Happy Birthday Child of God! 

May God bestow His goodness and blessings on 
you both at all times!  Happy Wedding Anniversary! 

mailto:office@hopelutheranfl.org
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 Hope Lutheran Church 
4635 26th St. W. - Bradenton FL   34207 
www.hopelutheranfl.org 
 

Worship:  
Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday     8:00 am 
          10:30 am 
  

Bible Studies: 
Sunday          9:15 am 
Monday        9:30 am 
Tuesday        7:00 pm 
Wednesday  1:30 pm 
  

Our Staff:   
Craig Mathews - Senior Pastor 
Rob Hinz -Visitation Pastor 
Charlie Harnish - Music Ministry 
Jon Oosterling - Praise Team 
Cindy Stewart - Administrative 
Don Kiner, Will Wichers – Maintenance 

 

 
 

 
 

September 
Meetings and 

Events 

Sept 5th Labor Day Holiday 

Sept 7th  Elders – 6:30 

Sept 8th  Fireman’s Supper 

Sept 10th Our Daily Bread 

Sept 14th  Angels of Hope – 10:30 
Council Meeting – 6:30 

Sept 16th  Blind Fellowship 

Sept 25th Pastor’s Breakfast 
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